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ments have continued to grow throughout the last twenty-five
years.

The Lebanese movement has been stimulated by the creation
of an independent Lebanese Republic by the French, and the
encouragement both by the French and by the dominant element
inside the Republic of a feeling of difference from and even
hostility to the Arab inhabitants of the hinterland.   In the free
atmosphere of Beirut there has grown up a distinctive Lebanese
literary  movement  and   an  articulate   doctrine   of Lebanese
nationalism; but at the same time the Arab idea also has been
spreading in Lebanon, and with it the sense that economically
and spiritually Lebanon cannot exist if cut off from the interior.
The Armenian movement has been radically changed by the
events of the first world war and the subsequent period:  the
collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the great massacres during and
after the war  which practically exterminated the Armenian
population of Asia Minor, the establishment of the short-lived
Armenian Republic and then its absorption into the U.S.S.R.,
the growth of the Armenian communities in Syria and Lebanon
through the flight of refugees from Cilicia and then from
Alexandretta.   The Armenian question, so far as it concerns the
Arab countries, has been mainly a question of the attitude of the
Armenians in Syria and Lebanon on the one hand to the Armenian
S.S.R. and on the other to the countries in which they are living.
Speaking generally, it may be said that the great majority of
Armenians desire ultimately to return to the Caucasus and
rebuild their national life there:  practically all of them indeed
except the small minority who have property or large interests
in Syria and Lebanon.   They are divided, however, on the manner
of their return:   some accept the inclusion of Arragaia in the
U.S.S.R., are more or less ardent supporters of the Communist
regime and would therefore be willing to return immediately;
others are opposed to Communism and only desire to return
when  Armenia  shall become an independent state.   Cattiag
across this there is another division: one section wishes the
Armenians in exile to preserve all their national
and to live as temporary visitors under WeS
while  another wishes to make an alMaaace witk the
nationalists, and as a condition of this advocates a
of assimilation although not to the extent of $8&w
characteristics.